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for the study of the development of Trade and commerce
and coinage. They are an authentic source for the study of
trade routes and arrangements made for the safety of travel.
Inscriptions belonging to Rayalaseema have been
published in the Epigraphia Indica, Epigraphia Andhrica,
Epigraphia Carnatica, A.S.I.'s South-Indian inscriptions and
inscriptions of Andhra Pradeh etc. The summaries of them
have also been published in the Topographical list of
Inscriptions of Madras Presidency, Annual Reports of South-
Indian Epigraphy, Annual Reports of Indian Epigraphy,
Archeological Survey of India Reports, Andhra Pradesh
Government's Reports on Epigraphy etc. These apart,
numerous inscriptions, with the useful notes, have appeared
in the pages of learned journals and periodicals, notably the
journals of some of the branches of the Royal Asiatic
Society, Indian Antiquary etc.
Hundreds of inscriptions, both published and
unpubished belonging to the period 1336 A.D. - 1565 A.D.
and hailing from different parts of Rayalaseema, have been
the main source of infonnation in preparing this work. It is
true that the epigraphs were never intended to be historical
records but still, conclusions derived from inscripttonal
material are generally solid and "serve as a peg on which
to hang scraps derivable from other sources8.
(b). COINS : The study of Numismatics is very
much useful to know the economic conditions of a particular
period. The legends, denominations of the coins and the